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scandal to be added to the other scandals which had
accumulated round the progress of the regency. George
IV. had been married, chiefly from reasons of State,
to a German Princess, Caroline of Brunswick, nearly
connected with the Royal Family. The marriage
turned out a most unhappy alliance in every way.
George soon came to detest the wife who had been
to some extent imposed on him, partly by supposed
State advantages, and partly because it was hoped
that she might lead him into better ways. Soon it
became evident that the pair could not get on together,
and in fact were nearly irreconcilable. The Queen
went away to the Continent, and spent her time
travelling about there. George was only too well
pleased to get rid of her companionship on almost
any terms, and returned to his old likings and his old
free-and-easy habits. It is not necessary to enter
into the details of the public scandal and the public
controversy which followed. It will be enough to
say that the scandal and the controversy became
a subject of national importance when the new King
came to be proclaimed and his Queen announced
her resolve to return to England and present herself
in order to take her part in the ceremonies of corona-
tion.

The whole country divided itself into two hostile
camps. The conduct of the Queen abroad had been
made a subject of serious charges, which it is only
right to say the majority of the English people did
not believe. The general tendency of public opinion
was to regard her as a calumniated and injured
woman ; but then again there were many who held